
1st CHAIRMAN

VMar Ri Yong Mu 
September 1998

VMar Kim Yong Chun 
April 2007

Gen. O Kuk Ryol 
February 2009

Jang Song Taek 
June 2010

Paek Se Bong 
September 2003

Ju Kyu Chang 
April 2009

Pak To Chun 
April 2011

VICE-CHAIRMEN

MEMBERS

VMar Choe Ryong Hae 
April 2012

Gen. Kim Won Hong 
April 2012

Gen. Choe Pu Il 
April 2013

Kim Jong Un 
April 2012

NDC Secretariat Administrative Affairs Foreign Affairs
Political 
Department

Policy Department Natural Resources
Consolidation 
Department

Foreign Exchange
(controls 3 FTCs)

DEPARTMENTS

Finance and 
Accounting

National Defense Commission
October 2013

KPA	 General	 Staff
Gen.	 Ri	 Yong	 Gil
August	 2013

Ministry	 of	 the	 
People's	 Armed	 Forces
Gen.	 Jang	 Jong	 Nam
May	 2013

KPA	 General	 
Political	 Department
VMar	 Choe	 Ryong	 Hae
April	 2012

Ministry	 of	 
State	 Security	 
Gen.	 Kim	 Won	 Hong
April	 2012

Ministry	 of	 
People's	 Security	 
Gen.	 Choe	 Pu	 Il
April	 2013

Guard	 Command	 
Gen.	 Yun	 Jong	 Rin
2003

Strategic	 Rocket
Forces	 Command	 
Lt.	 Gen.	 Kim	 Rak	 Gyom
February	 2012

Military	 Security	 Command
Col.	 Gen.	 Jo	 Kyong	 Chol
2009	 (ca.)	 

2nd	 Academy	 of	 
Natural	 Sciences
Choe	 Chun	 Sik	 

UNCLASSIFIED 

5 
UNCLASSIFIED 

Pyon Yong Rip, member of the Political Bureau of the C.C, the 
WPK Born in Jaeryong County, South Hwanghae Province on 
September 20, Juche 18 (1929), he joined the People's Army 
in September of Juche 39 (1950). 
 
He graduated from Kim Il Sung University, acquiring the 
qualification as a physics expert. 
 
He worked as head of a department of Kim Il Sung University, 
director of a department of the Ministry of Higher Education, 
first vice department director of the Education Commission, 
vice-president of the State Academy of Sciences, minister of 
Education and president of the State Academy of Sciences. 
 
He has worked as secretary general of the Presidium of the 
SPA since July of Juche 98 (2009.)  

 

 

Ri Yong Mu, member of the Political Bureau of the C.C., the 
WPK Born in Phyongsong City, South Phyongan Province on 
January 25, Juche 14 (1925), he joined the Central Guard 
Battalion in June Juche 36 (1947). 
 
After graduation from Second Central Political School, he 
worked as an instructor of the General Political Bureau of the 
Korean People's Army, director of the political department and 
commander of a division of the KPA, section chief and deputy 
director of the organizational department of the General Political 
Bureau and its first vice director and director, chairman of the 
State Control Commission, director of the Political Bureau of the 
Ministry of Public Security, chairman and concurrently director of 
the Political Bureau of the Transport Commission. 
 
He has worked as vice-chairman of the National Defence 
Commission of the DPRK since September of Juche 87 (1998). 

 

Ju Sang Song, member of the Political Bureau of the Central 
Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea Born in Munchon 
City, Kangwon Province on August 1, Juche 22 (1933), he 
joined the Korean People's Army in June of Juche 40 (1951). 
 
After graduating from Kim Il Sung Military University he 
worked as senior operations staff officer of an army corps, 
brigade commander, divisional commander, chief of staff of 
regional headquarters, commander of an army corps and 
inspector of the General Staff. He has worked as minister of 
People's Security since July of Juche 93 (2004.) 

 

Presidium

Members

Alternates

Kim Yong Nam
September 2010

Choe Yong Rim
September 2010

Kim Ki Nam 
September 2010

UNCLASSIFIED 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

 

Choe Thae Bok, member of the Political Bureau of the C.C, the 
WPK. He was born in Hanggu District, Nampho City, on 
December 1, Juche 19 (1930). 
 
After graduating from a university, he worked as a teacher, a 
dean of a faculty, president of Kim Chaek University of 
Technology, chairman of the Education Commission and 
minister of Higher Education. 
 
He has worked as secretary of the C.C., the WPK since 
December of Juche 75 (1986.) 

 

Yang Hyong Sop, member of the Political Bureau of the C.C, 
the WPK Born in Songchongang District, Hamhung City, 
South Hamgyong Province on October 1, Juche 14 (1925), he 
joined the Korean People's Army in June Juche 39 (1950). 
 
After graduating from Kim Il Sung University, he held the posts 
of instructor, section chief of the C.C., the WPK, director of the 
Central Party School, minister of Higher Education, secretary 
of the C.C., the WPK, president of the Academy of Social 
Sciences, chairman of the Standing Committee of the 
Supreme People's Assembly. 
 
He has worked as vice-president of the Presidium of the SPA 
since September of Juche 87 (1998). 

 
  

 

Kang Sok Ju, member of the Political Bureau of the C.C., the 
WPK He was born in Phyongwon County, South Phyongan 
Province on August 29, Juche 28 (1939.) After graduating from 
a university, he worked as instructor of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, instructor and section chief of the C.C., the WPK, vice-
minister and first vice-minister of Foreign Affairs. He has worked 
as vice-premier of the Cabinet since September of Juche 99 
(2010.) 

Choe Tae Bok 
September 2010

Yang Hyong Sop 
September 2010

Kang Sok Ju
September 2010

Tae Jong Su
September 2010

Kim Kyong Hui
September 2010

Kim Pyong Hae
September 2010

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Mun Kyong Dok, alternate member of the Political Bureau of 
the C.C., the WPK Born in Taesong Di strict, Pyongyang on 
October 12, Juche 46 (1957). 
 
Joined the People's Army in October Juche 62 (1973). After 
graduating from Kim Il Sung University he got qualifications for 
a political economist. 
 
He worked as instructor of the Pyongyang City Committee of 
the WPK, vice-chairman of the C.C., the League of Socialist 
Working Youth of Korea, director of the Guidance Bureau No. 
2, vice department director of the WPK Central Committee and 
chief secretary of the Pyongyang City Committee of the WPK. 
He is active as secretary of the WPK Central Committee and 
concurrently chief secretary of the Pyongyang City Committee 
of the WPK from September Juche 99 (2010).  
  

 

Kim Yang Gon, alternate member of the Political Bureau of the 
C.C., the WPK Born in Anju City, South Phyongan Province on 
April 24, Juche 31 (1942). 
 
Joined the People's Army in August Juche 48 (1959). 
 
Got qualifications for an expert in French language and literature 
after graduating from Kim Il Sung University. 
 
He had been active as instructor of the C.C., the League of 
Socialist Working Youth of Korea and instructor, section chief, 
vice department director and department director of the WPK 
Central Committee. 
 
He works as secretary of the WPK Central Committee and 
director of its United Front Department from September Juche 
99 (2010). 

 

Kim Yo'ng-il, alternate member of the Political Bureau of the 
C.C., the WPK Born in Jongju City, North Phyongan Province on 
March 17, Juche 36 (1947). 
 
After graduating from the University of International Relations he 
worked as instructor of the WPK Central Committee, director and 
vice-minister of Foreign Affairs and department director of the 
C.C., WPK. 
 
He is active as secretary of the WPK Central Committee and 
concurrently director of its International Affairs Department from 
September Juche 99 (2010). 

 

Col. Gen. Kim Chang Sop
September 2010

Mun Kyong Dok
September 2010

Kim Yang Gon
September 2010

Kim Yong Il
September 2010

VMar. Choe Ryong Hae
April 2012

Ju Kyu Chang 
September 2010

VMar Hyon Chol Hae 
April 2012

Gen. Kim Won Hong 
April 2012

Kwak Pom Gi
April 2012

Gen. O Kuk Ryol
April 2012

Ro Tu Chol
April 2012

Jo Yon Jun
April 2012

Kim Jong Un
April 2012

Jang Song Taek
November 2012

Pak To Chun 
April 2012

VMar Kim Yong Chun
September 2010

VMar Ri Yong Mu
September 2010

Kim Kuk Tae
September 2010

Pak Pong Ju
April 2013

Col. Gen. Ri Pyong Sam
April 2012

Gen. Hyon Yong Chol
April 2013

Gen. Kim Kyok Sik
April 2013

Col. Gen. Choe Pu Il
April 2013

KWP Political Bureau, April 2013
Graphic by Michael Madden/NK Leadership Watch

Gen. Kim Kyok Sik 
April 2013

Graphic: Michael Madden/NK Leadership Watch
Sources: DPRK, Japanese, Chinese, ROK Media
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